
 

Suggested Interview Questions for  
Bill Strusinski, Author 

 Care Under Fire 

1.Why did you write this book? 

2.Your book is titled Care Under Fire. You describe the first time 

you had to provide Care Under Fire, and had casualties, you call it 

‘The First was the Worst.” Describe that for us and why it was the 

worst compared to your later experiences. 

3.You have a chapter about race relations in your unit in Vietnam. What lessons do you think we as a society 

today can take away from your experience more than 50 years ago? 

4.Family is clearly important to you from your descriptions of family in your book. Share with us the advice 

you got from your family before you went into the Army. 

5.You served as a combat medic, and say in your book that medics are unique, or special, in their units. Why 

do you say that? 

6.Your journey to writing this book started with a speech you gave for emergency health care providers. Tell 

us how your experience in Vietnam helped you connect with people providing emergency care in the 

civilian world? 

7.In your work as a lobbyist, you worked on getting state funding for public television documentaries about 

Vietnam. How did your work on getting all those stories funded shape your decision to tell your story? 



 

8.What is the most important lesson or idea that you want readers to take away from your book? 

9.When you came back from Vietnam, how did your experience there shape your interest in deciding what 

to do for the rest of your life—because you have spent your life in state government or government 

relations? 

10.You mention that your brought home lessons and applied them—about how to make decisions and how 

to react to situations. Tell us about those lessons and what they have meant to you. 

11.What do you think was the most misunderstood part of the soldier’s Vietnam experience then, and what 

do you think we is the most misunderstood part today. In other words, after more than 50 years, are there 

things we are still not understanding? 

12.A lot has been written about the trauma of experiencing combat, and what we now call post-traumatic 

stress disorder. How did you deal with trauma in the time right after you returned, and how do you deal with 

it today?  AND recommendations for anyone else dealing with it. 

13.If you could talk to 18-year-old Bill Strusinski, the young man we meet at the beginning of the book, as 

he is about to go into the Army, what advice would you give him? 

14.Final thoughts about Care Under Fire? 

EDITOR’S NOTE: To arrange an interview with Bill Strusinski, author, Care Under Fire, contact Rachel M. 
Anderson, Publicist, Calumet Editions, at 952-240-2513 or rachel@rmapublicity.com.  


